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I learned diligently, and do communicate wifdom liberally : I 
do not hide her riches. IViJ'J. vii. 13. 

Charles the hardy would communicate his fecrets with none ; 
and lead of all, thofe fecrets which troubled him mod. Bacon. 
He communicated thofe thoughts only with the lord Digby, 
the lord Colepeper, and the chancellor of the exchequer. 

Clarendon , b. viii. 

3. It had anciently the prepofition roitb before the perfon, to 
whom communication cither of benefits or knowledge was made. 

A journey of much adventure, wdiich, to drew the drength 
of his privacy, had been before not communicated with any 
other. TVatton. 

4. Now it has only to. 

Let him, that is taught in the word, communicate unto him 
that teacheth. Gal. vi. 6. 

His majedy frankly promifed, that he could not, in any 
decree, communicate to any perfon the matter, before he had 
taken and communicated to them his own refolutions. Clarendon. 

Thofe who fpeak in publick, are better heard when they 
difeourfe by a lively genius and ready memory, than when 
they read all they would communicate to their hearers. I Batts. 
To Communicate, v. n. 

1. To partake of the blefl’cd facramcnt. 

The primitive Chridians communicated every day. Taylor. 

2. To have fomething in common with another; as, the boujes 
communicate , there is a paflage between them common to botn, 
by which either mav be entered from the other. 

The whole body is nothing but a fydem of fuch canals, 
which all communicate with one another , mediately or imme- 
diately. Arbuthmt on Aliments. 

Communication, n.f. [from communicate .] 

1 . The a<St of imparting benefits or knowledge. 

Both together ferve completely for the reception and com- 
munication of learned knowledge. Holder s Elements of Speech. 

2 Common boundary or inlet! pafTagc or means, by which 
from one place there is a way without interruption to another. 

1'he map thews the natural communication providence has 
formed between the rivers and lakes of a country at lo great a 
didance from the fea. , /ddfon on J tal f 

The Euxinc fea is conveniently fituated for trade, by the 
communication it has both with Afia and Europe Arbutonot. 

3. Interchange of knowledge ; good intelligence between feveral 

Pt Secrets maybe carried fo far, as to dop the communication 
neccflary among all who have the management of affairs. Swift. 

4. Conference ; converfation. t 

Abner had communication with the ciders of Ifrael, ay - 
ing, ye fought for David in times pad to be king over you: 

now then do it. . 2 ° n ?’ m ‘ * 7 * 

The chief end of language, in communication , being to be 
underdood, words ferve not for that end, when any word does 
not excite in the hearers the fame idea which it Hands for in 

the mind of the fpeaker. , T r .Cl' 

Communicative, adj. [from communicate.] 11c ine o 
make advantages common ; liberal of benefits or _ novi c c c , 

notclofe: not fclfiih. . , 

We conceive them more than fomc envious and mercenary 
gardeners will thank us for; but they deferve not the name of 
that communicative and noble profeffion. Evelyn s Kalcndar . 

We think wc have fufficiently paid for our want of pru- 
dence, and determine for the future to be left communicative. 

’ Swift and Popes Preface. 

Communicativeness, n.f [from communicative .] The qua- 
lity of being communicative, of bedowing or impartm 0 be- 
nefits or knowledge. . . , „ . • _ t, 11( . 

He is not only the mod communicative of all bcings. but 

he will alfo communicate himfelf in fuch mcafure as e.uir y 
to fatisfy ; otherwife fome degrees of communtcahvenefs would 

be wanting. . 

Commu'nion. n.f. [commumo, Latin. [ -nation 

1. Inrercourfe; fellowfhip; common pofTeffion ; partiapat 
of fomething in common ; interchange of tn^aions. 

Confidcr, finally, the angels, as having with us thatr^ 
municn which the apodlc to t^ Hebr^s no eth 
eard thereof, have not difdained ' 

w 'w^o" “ rr f“ 

n t <* „ |jfn our nature doth defire \ 

with competent dores for l^h a i0!nmm ion and fel- 

therefore we are naturally indue Hookey b. i. fett. to. 

lowlhip with others. . a--.irs w ith the 

“ n ‘ v ' r 

Thou, fo pleas d. 

Can’ll raiffiahy creature to UJl. 
( )l union, or ammmh daf) ■ M m .,do 

Wc maintain communion with Cod himl “ r ’ 
in the fame degree partakers ot the Divine Nat . ; 

4 . The common or [niblick celebration ot the Lords bupper, 
the participation of the blefled facramcnt. . , , . 

lZ, reTuIvrJ. rha. .he «anJ,n s of the — « 
all churches fhould be altered. 
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Tertullian reportetb, t^at the picture of Chrift was engraven 
upon the communion cup. Peacham on Drawing 

3. A common or publick act. 

Men began publicldy to call on the name of the Lord ; 
that is, they ferved and praifed God by communion , and in 
publick manner. Raleigh’s Hi/lory of the IVorld. 

4. Union in the common worfbip of any church. 

Bare communion with a good church, can never alone make 
a good man ; for, if it could, we fliould have no bad ones. 

South's Sermons. 

Ingenuous men have lived and died in the communion of 
that church. Stillingfleet. 

Commu'nity. n.f [< communitas , Latin.] 

1 The commonwealth ; the body politick. 

How could communities , 

Degrees in fchools, and brotherhood in cities, 

But by degree, fland inauthentick place? Sh. Trail. andCreff. 
Not in a Angle perfon only, but in a community or multi- 
tude of men. Hammond’s Fundamentals. 

This parable may I c. aptly enough expounded of the laws 
that lecure a civil community. L'EjIrange. 

It is not defigned for her own ufe, but for the whole com- 
munity. Addifons Guardian , N°. 1 57. 

The love of our country is imprefled on our mind, for the 
prefervation of the community. Addifon’s Freeholder , N°. 5. 

He lives not for himfelf done, but hath a regard in all his 
actions to the great community. Atterbury. 

2 . Common poffdfion ; the flate contrary to property or appro- 
priation. 

This text is far from proving Adam foie proprietor, it is 
a confirmation of the original community of all things. Locke. 

3. Frequency; commonnefs. 

He was but, as the cuckow is in June, 

Heard, not regarded ; feen, but with fuch eyes. 

As, fick and blunted with community , 

Afford no extraordinary gaze. Shakefpeare. 

Commutabi'lity. n.f [from commutable . ] The quality of 
being capable of exchange. 

Co m M uT able. adj. [from commute. ~\ That may be ex- 

changed for fomething elfe ; that may be bought off, or rau- 
fomed. 

Commuta'tion. n.f [from commute.] 

1. Change; alteration. 

An innocent nature could hate nothing that was innocent : 
in a word, fo great is the commutation, that the foul then hated 
only that which now only it loves, i. e. fin. South s Sermons. 

2 . Exchange ; the adt of giving one thing for another. 

The whole univerfe is fupported by giving and returning, 
by commerce and commutation. _ South’s Sermons: 

According to the prefent temper of mankind, it is abfolute- 
Jy neccflary that there be fome method and means of . om mu- 
tation, as that of money. Bay 0,1 the Creation. 

The ufe of money in the commerce and traffick of man- 
kind, is that of faving the commutation of more bulky com- 
modities. Arbuthnct on Corns. 

3. Ranfom ; the aft of exchanging a corporal for a pecuniary 

punifhmcnt. ... 

The law of God had allowed an evafion, that is, by way 
of commutation or redemption. Brawn’s V ulgar Err ours, b. v. 
CommuTative. adj. [from commute.] Relative to exchange, 
as commutative jujlice , that honefty which is cxercifed in traf- 
fick, and which is contrary to fraud in bargains. 

To COMMU'TE. v. a. [ commute , Latin.] 

To exchange ; to put one tiling in the place of another ; to 
give or receive one thing for another. . 

" This will commute our talks, exchange thefe pleafant am 
gainful ones, which God afllgns, for thofe uneafy and fruit- 
ier* ones we impofe on ourfelves. Decay of it). 

2 To buy off, or ranfom one obligation by another. 

Some commute fwearing for whoring ; as if forbcar ^' 
the one were a difpenfation for the other. B J ZT‘ 

To CommuTe. 2/. ». To attone ; to bargain for exempt! • 
Thofe inftitutions which God defigned for means t 
men in holinefs, they look upon as a privilege to Terv 

of it, and to commute for it. . ■ . 

Commu'tual. adj. [con and mutual.] Mutual; reap 

ufed only in poetry. , . 

} Love our hearts, and hymen did our hands. 

Unite commutual in moll iacrcd bands. S, ^ e fP t f‘ * 

There, with commutual zeal, wc both had ltro 
In ads of dear benevolence and love ; 

Brothers in peace, not rivals in command. Pop JWd ' 
CO'MPACT. n.f. [pattwn, Latin.] A contrail , , a 
an agreement ; a mutual and fettled appointment etwc 
or more, to do or to forbear fomething. 

I hope the king made peace with all of us ; m 

And the con,pa£l is firm and true in me. / 

I" beginnings of ^ voteT or 

founded upon common confent, t . re r 8 t hcir 

geftures, fhould be figns whereby they would oapre.s^^ 

To 


Clarendon. thoughts. 
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^ 3t< Infortft her full of my particular fears ; 

And thereto add fuch reafons of your own, 

it more. Sh.U t ,.r,\ Kmg Im. 

Nor are the nerves of his compared urength 
Stretch’d, and diffolv’d into unfinew’d length. Denham. 

Bv what degrees this earth’s compared fphere 
Was harden’d, woods, and rocks, and towns to bear. Rofcom. 
This difeafe is more dangerous as the folids arc more itridt 
and c. inputted, and confequently more fo as peop.e are a - 
vancedinage. . Arbuthnot on Diet. 

Now the bright fun compatts the precious ftonc. 

Imparting radiant luftre, like his own. Blackmore s Creation. 

2. To make out of fomething. 

If lie, compatt of jars, grow mufical, ' 

^V 7 e fliall have fhortly difeord in the fpheres. Shakefpearc. 

3. To league with. 

Thou pernicious woman, 

Ccmpatt with her that’s gone, think’ft thou thy oaths, 
Though they would fwear down each particular fa£f. 

Were teflimonies. Shakejp. Mcafure for Mcafure. 

4. 'Fo join together; to bring into a fvltcm. 

We fee the world fo compacted, that each thing preferveth 
other things, and alfo itfclf. Hooker , b. i. f. 9. 

Compa'ct. adj. [cempattus, Latin.] 

1 . Firm ; folid ; dofe ; denfe ; of firm texture. 

Is not tiic denfity greater in free and open fpaccs, void of 
air and other grofler bodies, than within the pores of water, 
glafs, cryftal, gems, and other compatt bodies. Ftewtsns Opt. 

Without attraction the diffevered particles of the chaos 
could never convene into fuch great compatt mafles as the 
planets. Bentley. 

2. Brief; as a compatt difeourfe. 

Co.mpa'c tedness. n.f [from compattcd.] Firmncfs; denfity; 
Sticking or compattcdnefs, being natural to denfity, requires 
fome excels of gravity in proportion to the denfity, or fome 
other outward violence, to break it. B)igby on Bodies. 

Thofe atoms arc fuppofed infrangible, extremely compacted 
and hard ; which compattcdnefs and hardnefs is a demonftra- 
tion, that nothing could be produced by them. Cheyne. 

Compa'ct i.y. adv. [from compatt.] 

1. Clofely; denfely 

2. With neat joining; with good compa6hire. 

Compactness, n.f. [from compatt.] Firmnefs ; clofenefs; 

denfity. 

The reft, by reafon of the compattncfs of terreftrial 
matter, cannot make its way to wells, ll'oodw. Nat. Hijlory. 

Compa'cture. n.f [from compatt.] Structure ; manner in 
which any thing is joined together ; compagination. 

And over it a fair portcullis hong. 

Which to the gate diredtly did incline. 

With comely compafs and compatture ftrong. 

Neither unfecmly fhort, nor yet exceeding long. Fai. Queen. 

COMP AGES. n.f. [Latin.] A fyftcm of many parts united. 
The organs in animal bodies are only a regular compagcs of 
pipes and veflels, for the fluids to pafs through. Ray. 

Com pagination, n.f. [compago, Latin.] Union ; ftruc- 
ture ; jiiiuflion ; connexion ; contexture. 

'I lie intire or broken compagination of the magnetical 
fabric k under it. Brown’s Vulgar Errours, b. ii. c. z. 

Co'mpan ableness. n.f. [from company. ] The quality of 
being a good companion; fociablenefs ; a word not now in 
ufe. 

His eyes full of merry' fimplicity, his words of hearty com- 
__ pamblentfs. * ' Sidney, b. ii. 

CompaNion. n. f [ compagnon , French.] See COMPANY. 

I • One with whom a man frequently converfcs, or with whom 
he fliares his hours, of relaxation. It differs from friend, as 
acquaintance from confidence. 

How now, my lord, why do you keep alone? 

Of forrieft fancies your companions make ? Shake f. Macbeth. 
Seme friend is a companion at the table, and will not con- 
tinue in the day of thy affliction. Ecclus. vi. 10. 

With anxious doubts, with raging paflions torn, 

No fweet companion near, with whom to mourn. Prior. 

2 . A partner ; an aflociate. 

Epaphroditus, my brother and companion in labour, and 
fellow foldicr. Pbil. il. 25. 

3- A familiar term of contempt ; a fellow. 

J fcorn you, feurvy companion! What? you poor, bafe, 
raically, cheating, lack-linnen mate : away, you mouldy 
rogue, away. Shakefpearc’ s Henry IV . p. ii. 

It gives boldnefs to every petty companion to fpread ru- 
mours to my defamation, in places where I cannot be prefent. 

1 . Raleigh's E/Jays. 

• ipa nionabLE. adj. [from companion.] Fit for good fel- 
lowllnp ; focial ; agreeable. 

He had a more companionable wit, and fwayed more am on" 

t • g ? 0d fcllows - Clarendon, b. viii° 

a nmonai ly. adv. [from companionable.] In a compa- 
nionable manner. 1 


Timor. , 
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Companionship, n.f [from companion.] 

1. Company; train. 

Alcibiadcs, and fomc twenty horle, t 
All of companion/kip. Shakefpearc s 

2 . Fellowfhip ; aflbeiation. 

If it be honour in your wars, to feem 
The fame you are not, which, for your beft ends. 

You call your policy ; how is’t lefs, or worfc, 

That it fliall hold companion/hip in peace 

With honour as in war. Shakefpearc s Contlanus. 

CO'MPANY. n.f. [eompagnie, French; either from con ami 
pa gits, one of the fame town ; or con and panic, one that eatr 
of the fame mefs.] 

i , Perfons affembled together ; a body of men. 

Go, carry fir John Falftaff to the Fleet; 

Take all his company along with him. Shakefp. Henry i 
Honefl: company , 1 thank you all. 

That have beheld me give away myfelf C i 1 r 

To thismoft patient, fweet, and v irtuous wife. Shakejp. 

2. Perfons affembled for the entertainment of each other ; an 
affembly of pleafure. 


gallery of pic- 
'acon, EJfay 28. 


A crowd is not company, and faces are but a : 
tures, where there is no love. Bacon, 

3. Perfons confidered as aflembled for converfation ; or, as ca- 
pable of converfation and mutual entertainment. 

Monfieur Zulichcm came to me among the reft of the good 
company of the town. Temyle. 

Knowledge of men and manners, the freedom of habitudes, 
and converlation with the beft company of both fexes, is ne- 
ceffary. _ Dryden. 

4. The flate of a companion; the act of accompanying; con- 
verfation ; fellowfhip. 

It is more pleaYant to enjoy the company of him that can 
fpeak fuch words, than by fuch words to be perfuaded to fol- 
low folitarinefs. Sidney. 

Nor will I wretched thee 

In death forlake, but keep thee company. Dryd. Fables. 

Abdallah grew by degrees fo enamoured of her convcrfa- 
tion, that he did not think he lived when he was not in com- 
pany with his beloved Balfora. Guardian, N°. 167. 

5. A number of perfons united for the execution or performance 
of any thing ; a band. 

Shakefpeare was an aftor, when there were feven companies 
of players in the town together. Dennis. 

6. Perfons united in a joint trade or partnerfhip. 

7. A number of fome particular rank or profeffion, united by 
fome charter ; a body corporate ; a corporation. 

This emperor feems to have been the firfl: who incorpo- 
rated the feveral trades of Rome into companies, with their 
particular privileges. Arbuthnat on Coins. 

8. A fubdivifion of a regiment of foot ; fo many as are un- 
der one captain. 

Every captain brought with him thrice fo many in his com- 
pany as was expected. Knolles’s Hijlory of the Turks. 

9. To bear Company. 1 To accompany ; to aflociate with ; to 
To keep Company. J be a companion to. 

I do defire thee 

T 0 bear me company , and go with me. Shakefpearc. 

Thofe Indian wives are loving fools, and may do well to 
keep company with the Arrias and Portias of old Rome. Dryd. 

Admitted to that equal fky, 

His faithful dog {hall bear him company. Pcpc s EJfay on Man. 

10. To keep Company. To frequent houfes of entertainment. 

1 1. Sometimes in an ill fenfe. 

Why fhould he call her whore ? Who keeps her company ? 

Shakefpeare’ s Othello. 

To Co'mpany. v. a. [from the noun ] To accompany; to 
attend ; to be companion to ; to be aflociated with. 

I am 

The foldier that did company tlicfe three. Sbakcf. Cymbeline. 

Thus, through what path foe’er of life we rove. 

Rage companies our hate, and grief our love. Prior. 

To Co'mpan v. v. n. T o aflociate one’s felf with. 

I wrote to you not to company with fornicators. 1 Cor. v. 9. 

Co'mparahle. adj. [from To compare.] Worthy to be com- 
pared : of equal regard ; worthy to contend for preference. 

1 his prefent world affordeth not any thing comparable unto 
the publick duties of religion. Hooker , b. v. f tt. 6. 

A man comparable with any of the captains of that age, an 
excellent foldier both by fea and land. Knolles’s H'tjl. of the Parks. 

fhcre is no bleffing of life comparable to the enjoyment of 
adifereet and virtuous friend. Addifon's Spettaior , N". 0;. 

Comparably, adv. [from comparable.] In a manner worthy 
to be compared. ' 1 

There could no form for fuch a royal ufe be comparably 
imagined, like that of the forefaid nation. IVoiton’s Architect. 

Compa rates, n.f [from compare.] In logick, the two things 
compared to one another. * 

Comparative, adj. [ comfarativus , Latin ] 

1. Eftimatcd by companion ; not pofitivc ; not abfolute. 

Thou vvert dignified enough, 

Ev n to tue point of envy, if 'uvere made 

Comparative 
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